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“We Need Effective Maritime Desk in Banks to  

Boost Port Efficiency”  

– Hassan Bello 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Executive Secretary of the Nigerian Shippers’ Council, Hassan Bello, said         

during an interview with Pinnacle Time newspaper recently that one of the key   

components needed to revise the nation’s maritime and ports growth aftermath of 

the COVID-19 pandemic is inclusive maritime financial support, which should be 

driven by the Central Bank of Nigeria. 

He noted that the ongoing pandemic has altered trade globalization and every nation 

is starting afresh to chart a new direction towards commerce and economies, and   

expressed that Nigeria has everything it requires to also rework its potentials and    

capacities and restore its lost economic power as a major exporter in critical raw    

Hassan Bello, Executive Secretary/CEO, Nigerian Shippers' Council 
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materials, restart our lost textiles industry; cash crops and major produce exports, 

and rebuild our foreign reserves as a catalyst for a post COVID-19 economy. 

To achieve all of these, he advocates the integration of abilities and interests,               

professionalism amongst service providers, port system strengthening through risks 

management and insurance, etc. He noted that with the ongoing COVID-19        

pandemic, economies worldwide would strive to reconnect with new realities, and  

Nigeria, also, cannot afford to waste time. 
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“Infrastructure deficit will not deter Nigeria from Accessing 

Gains of African Continental Free Trade Agreement”  

– Funmi Folorunsho 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funmi Folorunsho, AfCFTA’s co-chairman on Transportation, said transportation 

infrastructure deficit will not deter Nigeria’s participation in the African Continental 

Free Trade Agreement project. 

The AfCFTA’s co-chairman on Transportation, Mrs. Folorunsho disclosed this     

during an interview with journalists in Lagos. 

She said that the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

Funmi Folorunsho 

AfCFTA’s Co-Chairman on Transportation 
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(UNCTAD) report clearly stated that for African trade areas to work, the deficit in 

infrastructure should be tackled. 

Fifty-four African countries, including Nigeria, ratified the trade agreement, which 

commenced on January 2021. The agreement initially required members to remove 

tariff from ninety percent for goods and services across the country, while the United 

Nations Commission estimates that the agreement is expected to boost intra-African 

growth trade by fifty-two percent by 2022.  

AfCFTA is focusing on agricultural products and 

services, including food and livestock. Others are 

forestry, fishing, exchange of intellectual proper-

ty as well as solid infrastructure (power, roads, 

and rail). 
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2021: ANLCA President Seeks Special Loan  

Scheme for Logistics Firms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The National President, Association of Nigerian Licensed Customs Agents 

(ANLCA), Tony Iju Nwabunike has called for a special loan scheme for the logistics 

firms operating in the nation’s maritime industry.  

Nwabunike stated this in his 2021 New Year message to Nigerian Customs Brokers 

and Freight Forwarders. 

This, he said, becomes imperative as such firms need to expand and maintain fleets 

Tony Iju Nwabunike, National President, Association of Nigerian      

Licensed Customs Agents (ANLCA).  
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of heavy-duty and lighter trucks. He pointed out that the services of trucks will still 

be needed even if trains were to become fully operational, adding that railway tracks 

cannot reach every corner of the country.  

“We look forward to interfacing stronger 

with Federal Ministry of Finance, Central 

Bank of Nigeria (CBN), Bank of Industry 

(BoI), on the need for the special loan 

scheme to help logistics firms in expanding 

and  maintaining a fleet of heavy-duty and lighter vehicles beyond the coverage of 

train services’’, he said.  
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“We Are Set to Increase Our Boat Fleet to Twenty in Year 2021”  

– Ladi Balogun 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Managing Director, Lagos Ferry Service (LAGFERRY), Mr. Ladi Balogun has  

assured that LAGFERRY will increase the number of boats operating in Lagos to 

twenty in the year 2021. Lagos State Ferry Service currently runs a fourteen-boat fleet 

in its waterways.  

Balogun, who made the declaration in his 2021 New Year message during an          

interaction with journalists in Lagos, said it is part of LAGFERRY’s commitment to 

promote multimodal transport to tackle gridlock in the metropolis.   

 

Mr. Ladi Balogun 

Managing Director, Lagos Ferry Service (LAGFERRY) 
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He promised that Lagosians would witness a lot of transformation in water transpor-

tation in the New Year.  

“I want you to stay tuned and expect more remarkable giant strides in water transpor-

tation in the first quarter of the new 

year as the agency takes delivery of  

additional world-class state-of-the-art 

boats to  increase our fleet to twenty 

to improve our capacity to meet the 

ever-increasing demands” he added. 

He urged the people in the state to 

embrace the unlimited possibilities in the transportation sector in the New Year to 

ease the incessant traffic gridlock in the metropolis. 

Water transportation is an integral component of the development of the Lagos State 

inter-modal transport system. The presence of lagoons makes water transportation 

possible in the state. This would provide an additional source of revenue for the State 

Government. Nigeria and other countries in the world are turning their attention to 

water transportation due to its immense benefits particularly in the areas of safety, 

convenience, and revenue.  
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Ibadan- Kano Rail Project: FG Seeks $5.3 Billion Loan from China  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Minister of Transportation, Rt. Hon. Rotimi Chibuike Amaechi has said that 

the Federal Government is seeking $5.3 billion from the Peoples’ Republic of China 

to commence the construction of the Ibadan – Kano rail project. 

Amaechi, who made this known while answering questions during a programme on 

NTA Abuja, said that once the Chinese Government approves the sum of a $5.3    

billion loan application, the project will commence. 

“We are waiting for the Chinese government and bank to approve the $5.3 billion to 

construct the Ibadan- Kano rail; what was approved a year ago was the contract,” said 

the Minister of Transportation. 

Rt. Hon. Rotimi Chibuike Amaechi  

Minister of Transportation 
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“The moment I announced that the Federal Government had awarded a contract of 

$5.3 billion to the Chinese Construction Engineering Company (CCEC) to con-

struct Ibadan- Kano, people assumed the money had come.” 

“Up till now, we have not gotten the money a year after we applied for the loan. We 

cannot commence without receiving the funds”, he said. He maintained that once 

the rail project is completed, it 

would link Kaduna- Kano- Abuja

-Minna, Ilorin-Oshogbo, and  

Ibadan. This will ease the move-

ment of cargoes to Kano from 

Lagos State. 

He also disclosed that wet       

cargoes would be conveyed from 

Lagos to Ibadan once the project is completed.  
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“Badagry Deep Seaport a Game Changer for  

Nigerian Maritime Industry”  

– Dr. Bashir Jamoh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Director-General, Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency 

(NIMASA), Dr. Bashir Jamoh, said that the Badagry Deep Seaport project in Lagos 

State is strategic to making Nigeria a hub in the West-African Sub-region. 

Dr. Jamoh stated this during a courtesy visit to the Akran of Badagry, His  Royal  

Majesty, Dr. De- Wheno Ahonu, recently. 

Dr. Bashir Jamoh 

Director- General, Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency 
(NIMASA)  
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According to him, the visit was meant to express gratitude to the traditional ruler and 

his kingdom for allocating land to NIMASA to establish its presence in the          

community before the take-off of the Badagry Deep Sea Port. 

“Nigeria is strategically located at a significant point in the Atlantic Ocean with 

about 853 kilometers coastline, which gives us a geographic advantage to become a 

maritime hub for not only in the West and Central African region but also the entire 

maritime nations”, he added. 

Badagry is the second proposed location of Deep-Sea Port in the aquatic town of    

Lagos State. The Port, when in operation would generate substantial revenue to the 

government and help to decongest the Lagos Ports. 

The ES/CEO of NSC, a great supporter of the Lekki 

Deep Seaport which he describes as a game-changer 

and vital to the economic growth of the country. 

Hassan Bello,  

ES/CEO Nigerian Shippers’ Council 
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Transportation Minister Commends the Federal Republics of        

Nigeria, Benin, and other countries in Economic Community of 

West African States (ECOWAS) over Seme-Krake Joint Border Post 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Honorable Minister of State for Transportation, Senator Gbemisola Saraki has 

commended the Republics of Nigeria, Benin, and ECOWAS communities for        

facilitating the implementation of the Seme-Krake Joint Border Post. 

Delivering her message via a Zoom conference video, the Permanent Secretary,     

Federal Ministry of Transportation, Dr. Magdalene Ajani, said the Commission has 

so far worked hard to facilitate the full implementation of the operation of the post. 

The Minister of State for Transportation also said that the main objectives of the visit 

are to inspect the facilities, note the condition and state of completion of the     

amenities, and verify how best the Ministry can assist the border agencies to create 

Senator Gbemisola Saraki, Honorable Minister of State for Transportation 
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enabling environment for full implementation of the post. 

 

She expressed optimism that the post when 

fully operational would simplify customs 

procedures, encourage sharing of data and 

intelligence as well as improve cooperation, 

and put in place controls. 

 

She also added that it would step up the 

fight against illegal transit of contraband, weapons, and cross-border frauds, promo-

tion of lawful entry and exit which is essential for national security, and remove 

strain on a border post. 

The Director, Road and Mass Transit Administration, Federal Ministry of         

Transportation, Mrs. Esther Ehigie Igalasi, who took over from Dr. Antonia Egba as 

Co-Chair of Seme-Krake Committee said it is important for her to be acquainted 

with operations at the post. 

She was optimistic that the issues discussed at the meeting would assist to actualize 

targets. She assured that the Ministry would work with relevant agencies to see to the 

completion of the weighbridge. 

 

Dr. Magdalene Ajani, Permanent Secretary, Federal 

Ministry of Transportation 
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The Executive Secretary and Chief Executive Officer of the. Nigerian Shippers' 

Council (NSC), Mr. Hassan Bello said the essence of Border Post is to facilitate trade 

and ease of doing business. 

 Bello was represented by the Deputy Director, Stakeholders Services, Mr. Celestine 

Akujobi. 

NSC boss stated that the BIC has helped in 

promoting cross- border trade. He said the BIC 

has facilitated the monitoring of activities at 

the border. 

The BIC, he added, is a veritable source of im-

portant information for the country in terms 

of economic planning. 

Nigerian Shippers' Council as Port Economic Regulator maintains a Border           

Information Centre (BIC) at the Border. It was established and commissioned on the 

17th of February 2017. The BIC project was carried out in conjunction with the  

United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and West Africa 

Trade Hub (WATH) to provide necessary information to cross- border trade for  

seamless trade. 

Jibiya- Mardi in Katsina State has also been established, while efforts are ongoing for 

the establishment of BIC in Ilella- Birni- Kebbi in Sokoto State and Banki- Kirawa in 

Borno State. 

Hassan Bello, ES/CEO Nigerian Shippers’ Council 
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NSC Monitors Shipping Lines to Ensure  

Compliance with Directives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nigerian Shippers’ Council recently paid a routine visit to the Maersk Line and 

Hapag Lloyd in Apapa, Lagos to assess their compliance with the agency’s regulatory 

directives and Nigerian Center for Disease Control (NCDC) rules on COVID- 19. 

The NSC’s team was led by Mrs. Ese Egbosimba, an Assistant Director in the       

Regulatory Services Department of the Council. 

Mrs. Egosimba expressed dissatisfaction over the number of agents waiting to     

transact business with the shipping companies particularly considering the risk of 

transmission of the Corona Virus. She urged them to address this anomaly to       

Mrs. Ese Egbosimba, Assistant Director,  

Regulatory Services Department 
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prevent the spread of the pandemic. 

According to her, NSC as the Port Economic Regulator advised the shipping       

companies to embrace automation in their processes. This, she said, would aid their 

operations and reduce physical transactions. She assured the companies of the  

Council’s readiness to tackle issues affecting operations at the Port. 

Representatives of both Maerskline and 

Hapag Lloyd promised to correct the   

issues identified by the Council. 
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Stroke 

 

A stroke occurs when a blood vessel in the 

brain ruptures and bleeds, or when there’s a 

blockage in the blood supply to the brain. 

The rupture or blockage prevents blood and 

oxygen from reaching the brain’s tissues. 

Without oxygen, brain cells and tissue 

become damaged and begin to die within 

minutes. The loss of blood flow to the brain damages tissues within the brain. 

Symptoms of a stroke show up in the body parts controlled by the damaged areas of 

the brain. 

The sooner a person having a stroke gets care, the better their outcome is likely to be. 

For this reason, it’s helpful to know the signs of a stroke so you can act quickly. 

Stroke symptoms can include: 

 Paralysis 

 Numbness or Weakness in the Arm, Face, and Leg, Especially on one Side of 

the body 

 Trouble Speaking or Understanding Speech 

 Confusion 

 Slurring Speech 

 Vision Problems, Such as Trouble Seeing in one or Both Eyes with Vision  

Blackened or Blurred, or Double Vision 

 Trouble Walking 

 Loss of Balance or Coordination 

 Dizziness 

 Severe, Sudden Headache with an Unknown Cause 

A stroke requires immediate medical attention. If you think you or someone else is 
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having a stroke, go to the nearest health center right away. Prompt treatment is key to 

preventing the following outcomes: 

 Brain damage 

 Long-term disability 

 Death 

It’s better to be safe than sorry when dealing with a stroke, so don’t be afraid to call 

for help if you think you recognize the signs of a stroke. 

What causes a stroke? 

The cause of a stroke depends on the type of stroke. The three main types of stroke 

are transient ischemic attack (TIA), ischemic stroke, and haemorrhagic stroke. 

1. A TIA is caused by a temporary blockage in an artery that leads to the brain. 

The blockage, typically a blood clot, stops blood from flowing to certain parts of 

the brain. A TIA typically lasts for a few minutes up to a few hours, and then the 

blockage moves, and blood flow is restored. 

2. Like a TIA, an ischemic stroke is caused by a blockage in an artery that leads to 

the brain. This blockage may be a blood clot, or it may be caused by 

atherosclerosis. With this condition, plaque (a fatty substance) builds up on the 

walls of a blood vessel. A piece of the plaque can break off and lodge in an 

artery, blocking the flow of blood and causing an ischemic stroke. 

3. A haemorrhagic stroke, on the other hand, is caused by a burst or leaking blood 

vessel. Blood seeps into or around the tissues of the brain, causing pressure and 

damaging brain cells. 

There are two possible causes of a haemorrhagic stroke. An aneurysm (a weakened, 

bulging section of a blood vessel) can be 

caused by high blood pressure and can lead to 

a burst blood vessel.  

Less often, a condition called an arteriovenous 

malformation, which is an abnormal 

connection between your veins and arteries, 



23 

 

VOLUME 4, ISSUE 1     THE FORUM     JANUARY 2021 

can lead to bleeding in the brain. Keep reading about the causes of different types of 

strokes. 

Health history 

Certain medical conditions are linked to stroke risk. These include: 

 a previous stroke or TIA 

 high blood pressure 

 high cholesterol 

 heart disorders, such as coronary artery disease 

 heart valve defects 

 enlarged heart chambers and irregular heartbeats 

 sickle cell disease 

 diabetes 

Diagnosis of stroke 

Your doctor will ask you or a family member about your symptoms and what you 

were doing when they arose. They’ll take your medical history to find out your stroke 

risk factors. They’ll also: 

 ask what medications you take 

 check your blood pressure 

 listen to your heart 

You’ll also have a physical exam, during which the doctor will evaluate you for: 

 balance 

 coordination 

 weakness 

 numbness in your arms, face, or legs 

 signs of confusion 

 vision issues 
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Your doctor will then do certain tests. A variety of tests are used to aid in the 

diagnosis of a stroke. These tests can help doctors determine: 

 if you had a stroke 

 what may have caused it 

 what part of the brain is impacted? 

 whether you have bleeding in the brain 

These tests can also determine if your symptoms are being caused by something else. 

 

Culled from: Healthline 
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TUGAR plans sensitization on Nigerian Port Process Manual 

 

 

 

 

 

The Technical Unit on Government and Anti-Corruption Reform (TUGAR) has   

unveiled plans to sensitize stakeholders on Nigerian Port Process Manual.  

The TUGAR Assistant Team Leader, Mrs. Bose Oguntuberu stated this in an         

interview on NSC’s sponsored radio programme “Maritime Today’’ on Lagos Traffic 

Radio 96.1FM. 

The Nigerian Port Process Manual (NNPM) was launched on the 9th of December 

2020 by the Vice President, His Excellency, Professor Yemi Osibanjo.  

“The next phase of activities is a rigorous sensitization with stakeholders, which I 

think would commence shortly. The stakeholders are to be educated and enlightened 

on the Nigerian Port Process Manual,” she added.  
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She said NSC as Port Economic Regulator has been pronounced the Lead Agency 

assigned to ensure the implementation of the Nigerian Port Process Manual.  

According to her, the manual is expected to ensure credibility, promote transparency 

and accountability, reduce corruption in port processes, eliminate bureaucratic   

problems faced by port users as well as eliminate illicit activities at the nation’s      

seaports. 

She also stressed that the Portal Service Support Portal (PSSP) was also created to   

address various complaints by stakeholders. Oguntuberu called on the stakeholders 

to utilize the PSSP, while assuring them of a prompt response. 

She explained that TUGAR, NSC, NPA, and other members of the Corruption Risk    

Assessment Committee conducted corruption risk assessment research of Nigerian 

ports and discovered that the operations at the ports needed an intervention. 

This, she said, necessitated the adoption of Standard Operating Procedure for        

Nigerian Ports.  
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Bjoern Sprotte Appointed CEO of  

Ship Management for V. Group 

Sprotte, who was CEO of OSM, replaces Franck Kayser as CEO of the world’s largest 
ship management operation. He will be based in Hamburg and report directly to 

René Kofod-Olsen, CEO of V. Group. 

Kayser, meanwhile, will be with remaining with V. Group has requested a change in 

responsibilities, and will head up its activities in 

Denmark. Kofod-Olsen said: “I am delighted to wel-
come Bjoern to V. Group.  He has an extensive 

depth and breadth of experience in the maritime 

industry and possesses the commercial, technical 

and operational skills, and knowledge to deliver sus-

tainable benefits to our customers. 

“Franck has made a significant contribution to V. 
Group over the last two and a half years. He will as-

sume the role of Managing Director in Denmark and will focus his energy on strate-

gic growth opportunities in this important market, with a view to growing both our 

ship management and broader service offerings.” 

Sprotte commented: “The global maritime industry is in a transition towards decar-
bonisation, while the response to Covid-19 continues to influence safe and efficient 

ship operations. V. Group provides strong support to customers and crew through a 

breadth of service offerings and capabilities, underpinned by a state-of-the-art digital 

platform and a truly global presence.” 

It is the second leadership change of top ship managers in recent weeks with Frank 

Coles recently announcing he was quitting as CEO of Wallem Group in Hong Kong. 

 

Culled from SeaTrade Maritime 
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Did you know? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Shipping accounts for 90% of world trade. 

 

2. The largest ships can cost over $200 million to construct. 

 

3. Worldwide, only about 2% to 10% of containers are inspected. 

 

4. It's a greener form of transport compared to trucks or planes. 

 

5. The average costs of shipping a bicycle and a can of soda are $10 and $0,01        

respectively. 

 

6. The average annual salary of a maritime worker ranges from $45,000 to $65,000.  



32 

 

VOLUME 4, ISSUE 1   THE FORUM      JANUARY 2021 

WORDS ON MARBLE  

 

“A ship in harbour is safe, but that is not what ships are for.”  
― John A. Shedd 

 “To reach a port, we must set sail — Sail, not tie at anchor — Sail, not drift. ”  
― Franklin D. Roosevelt  

“If the highest aim of a captain were to preserve his ship, he would keep it in  
port forever. ”  

― Thomas Aquinas   

 “I never predict freight rates; nobody can do that. ”  
― Søren Skou  

Published by the Office of the ES/CEO and Public Relations Unit 

MISSION OF THE FORUM 

To bridge information gaps in the Council. 


